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Longridge  Urban  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Member*  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  Longridge  for  the 
year  1946.  • 


Hie  &i6d  of  tli6  Urban  District  was  unchanged. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  population  and  the  state  of  employment  in  the  district 
remained  satisfactory.  There  was  no  extension  of  industry  within  the  confines  of  the 
l  roan  District  during  the  year,  but  the  existant  works  in  this  and  in  surrounding  districts 
appeared  to  be  sufficient  to  absorb  those  who  had  re-entered  civilian  life  on  discharge  from 


The  health  of  the  inhabitants  was  satisfactory  during  the  year  under  review  and 
there  were  no  epidemics  which  could  produce  danger  to  health  or  life.  In  fact,  1946  was 
■a  year  -  which  was  marked  by  the  small  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified. 
Roue  of  those  post-war  diseases  appeared,  and  catarrhal  conditions,  such  as  colds  and 
influenzal  attacks,  were  of  a  mild  character.  Diphtheria,  that  scourge  of  the  young  in  the 
past,  was  completely  absent. 


it  was  again  a  matter  for  regret  that  changes  of  staff,  and  the  shortage  of  the  same, 
prevented  that  full  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  considered  desirable.  The  production 
of  a  wholesome  milk  as  .a  food  for  the  population,  particularly  the  younger  ages  of  the 
population,  must  ever  remain  in  the  forefront  of  the  hygienic  endeavours.  In  association 
vuth  milk  must  be  coupled  the  production  of  a  sound,  wholesome,  and  bacteriologically 
pure  ice  cream,  because  it  also  is  consumed  largely  by  the  younger  end  of  the  population. 

.  n  times  of  shortages,  the  substitution  of  inferior  materials  to  meet  the  demand  calls  for 
constant  supervision  of  the  article  produced,  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  produced, 
and  the  budding  in  which  production  takes  place.  In  1946  inspection  and  registration 
of  all  the  producers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district  were  made,  as  well  as  the  shops  of  those 
retailers  who  sell  ice  cream  manufactured  in  other  districts. 

^  Inspections  were  made  at  regular  intervals  of  those  defective  houses  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  replace  as  soon  as  permission  is  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  En- 

deavours  veie  made  in  several  cases  to  repair,  even # as  a  temporary  measure,  some  of  the 
worst  of  the  defects. 


' 
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Mention  lias  been  made  of  changes  in  staff.  Mr.  Marshall,  who  had  been  the 
Council’s  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  a  period  of  40  years,  retired  on  superannua¬ 
tion  in  July  from  the  service  of  the  Council.  He  was-succeeded  by  Mr.  Pearson,  from  the 
County  Borough  of  Bury.  During  the  fiv©  months  Mr  Pearson  served  the  Urban' District 
Council  he  did  excellent  work,  particularly  with  the  registration  of  milk  farms  and  'the 
registration  of  retailers  of  ice  cream.  Testimony  must  be  paid  to  the  good  work  carried 
out  by  both  these  officials. 


PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  LONGRIDGE. 

The  district  is  a  hilly  one,  and  the  main  portion  of  the  thickly  populated’  and  industrial 
part  of  the  area  is  situated  upon  an  eminence  rising  to  450  feet  above  sea  level,  continuing 
to  the  Height  known  as  Tootell  of  some  500  feet  elevation,  and  thence  continuous  with  the 
hump  backed  ridge  known  as  Longridge  Fell  running  to  the  North  East  of  the  township. 
Surrounding  this  central  eminence  and  falling  from  it  to  the  Plain  of  the  Fylde  and  the 
Valley  of  the  Ribble  are  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  area  in  which  the  milk  producing 
farms  are  found.  These  flatter  parts  of  the  district,  being  a  continuation  of  the  Fylde 
Plain,  show  the  same  geological  formation;  thus,  there  is  a  superficial  layer  of  Upper 
Boulder  Clay  containing  stones  and  boulders,  a  varying  depth  of  Middle  Drift  Sand,  and  a 
Lowei  Boulder  Clay  layer.  These  layers  lie  on  rock  underneath  and  this  rock  is  continuous 
to  the  Fylde  Coast.  The  Clay  and  Sand  layers  vary  considerably  in  thickness  in  different 
parts  of  the  district.  The  Central  part  of  the  district  has  shallow  layers  of  Glacial  Drift 
only,  and  the  rocks,  which  are  of  Gritstone,  are  of  a  permeable  character  and  contain  faults 
which  permit  surface  waters  from  the  higher  levels  to  percolate  to  the  lower.  In  the  North 
Western  part  of  the  district,  the  rock  is  of  a  shale  variety,  and  is  not  permeable  to  surface 
and  other  waters. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  * .  3,285. 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  4,158. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

•  (mid  1946)  .  3,916. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  . .  1,067. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  of  1946  (Rate  Books)  1,22(3. 

Rateable  Value  .  £24,040 

Sum  representing  a  penny  rate  .  £98. 


Ihe  social  conditions:  The  main  industry  is  cotton  weaving,  but  there  are  stone 
quarries,  an  iron  foundry,  and  many  farms  producing  milk  in  the  district.  There  is  little 
■m  no  unemployment  and  the  population  is,  on  the  whole,  well  housed  in  solidly  constructed 
houses,  many  of  them  of  local  stone.  There  are  five  reservoirs  in  the  district  which  form 
part  of  the  Waterworks  System  of  Preston  Corporation.  The  Laboratory  in  connection 
with  this  Water  Undertaking  is  also  situated  in  Longridge. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH:  G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Whole  or  Part-time :  Part. 

Other  Public  Appointments  held:  McO.H.  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

M.Oi.H.  Leyland  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Walton-le-Dale  U.D.C. 

Senior  County  Medical  Officer. 

(Not  in  private  practice) . 

SANITARY7  INSPECTORS:  James  Marshall  (Royal  iSlanitary  Certificate), 

also  Surveyor  and  Engineer, 
to  June  30th,  1946. 

John  A.  Pearson  (Certificates,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute), 
also  Surveyor  and  Engineer, 
from  June  30th  to  December  31st,  1946. 


O 

(J 


■ 


' 


. 

■ 


■ 

■ 


■  ■  • 


. 

.  ■ 

■ 


■ 


. 


* 


. 


■ 


■ 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

. 80 

40 

40 

estimated  resident 

Illegitimate 

.  9 

6 

3 

population  (mid  1946) 

Total 

. 89 

46 

43 

22.7. 

STILL  BIRTS, 

Legitimate 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

.  4 

1 

3 

(live  and  still)  births 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

— 

— 

43. 

Total 

.  4 

1 

3 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE, 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

.  Nil. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  a  year  free  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year,  thus  showing  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  nil. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE. 


Total  Deaths  (all  causes) 

52 

21 

31 

Death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

13.2. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

9 

5 

4 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Diseases  of  the  Heart 

8 

9 

17 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

2 

5 

7 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

5 

Nephritis 

0 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

0 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

Diseases  of  Digestion... 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  causes 

2 

2 

4 

Totals 

21 

31 

52 

Twenty-four  of  these  deaths,  including  the  5  cases  of  Pneumonia,  died  in  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  were  transferred  to  this  district. 

One  of  the  deaths  from  Tubercular  Meningitis  was  a  baby  aged  1  year. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES, 

LANCASHIRE,  AND  LONGRIDGE. 


Live  Births  per  1.000  of  population  . . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  . 

Death  Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  population  . 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  per  1,000  births 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . ; . 

N.A.  —  Not  Available. 


Long- 

Lanca¬ 

England 

ridge. 

shire. 

&  Wales 

22.7 

18.42 

19.1 

18.2 

12.61 

12.0 

Nil. 

46 

43 

Nil. 

N.A. 

0.01 

Nil. 

N.A. 

4.44 

Nil. 

1.42 

1.43 

A  SUMMARISED  TABLE  OF  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  LONGRIDGE, 
LANCASHIRE,  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES',  is  given  below:— 


Per  1000  of  Estimated  Population. 

Maternal 
Mortality  Rate. 

Live 

Birth 

Rate. 

Crude 

Death 

Rate. 

Death  Rate 
from 
Tuber 
culosis. 

Death 

Rate 

from 

Cancer 

Per  1000 
Live 
Births. 

Per  1000 
total 

Life  &  Still 
Births. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Mean  of  5  Years 
1941-1945. 

17.8 

13.7 

0.28 

1.90 

2.50 

2.43 

61 

1945. 

19.1 

12.6 

Nil. 

1.07 

Nil. 

Nil. 

70 

1916. 

22.7 

13.2 

0.51 

2.29 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Lancashire 

18.42 

12.6 

0.39 

1.85 

1.46 

1.42 

46 

England  & 
YVales. 

19.1 

12.0 

0.46 

1.84 

N.A. 

1.43 

43 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  only  21  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1946  as 

follows : — 


Measles  .  g. 

Whooping  Cough  . .  7. 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  4. 

Acute  Pneumonia  .  2. 


The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  hospital  and  their  houses  disinfected. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  except  those  from  Pneumonia  noted 

above. 


The  district  was  entirely  free  from  cases  of  Diphtheria. 
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A  Table  below  shows  the  age  groups  of  the  cases  notified: — 
ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Tutu 

cases 

al  1 
ages 

under 

1 

1— 

2— 

3— 

4— 

5— 

to— 

15— 

20— 

35— 

45  — 

65  & 
over 

Total 

Deaths 

.Removed  to 

Hospital 

Deaths  in 

Hospital. 

Measles 

8 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: — 

Whooping 

Cough 

7 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

2 

— . 

— 

- 

*  i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  2 

• 

5 

— 

4 

Totals 

21 

1 

— 

3 

2 

5 

7 

1 

— 

—  ' 

2 

5 

4 

4 

THE  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


.Protective  injections  were  continued  throughout  the  year  as  a  measure  to  prevent  the 
occunence  of  Diphtheria,  particularly  in  children.  These  injections  were  given  at  the 
School  Clinic  onpe  per  week,  or  were  given  by  private  practitioners  to  individual  children 
either  at  the  Councils  expense  or  privately.  Parents  were  advised  to  have  their  children’s 
immunity  reinforced  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  after  the  first  immunisation.  Each 
parent  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  given  a  leaflet  emphasising  the  importance 
of  immunisation  and  the  necessity  for  reinforcement  before  entering  school. 


During  the  year,  the  number  of  children  immunised  was  as  follows: _ 


Age  Age 
0 — 4  5 — 15 


By  Private  Practitioners  .  27  3 

By  M.O.H .  4Q  g 


Total 


The  number  of  children  who  received  reinforcing  doses  was: — - 


By  Private  Practitioners  . .  3 

By  M.O.H .  *  17 

Total  .  20 


These  figures  only  comprise  those  children  protected  at  the  expense  of  the  Council, 
they  do  not  include  those  immunised  privately. 

An  enumeration  made  of  the  child  population  in  1946  showed  that  the  number  of 
children  in  the  district  under  the  age  of  five  was  309,  and  of  age  5  to  15  —  609.  On  the 
basis  of  these  figures,  the  percentage  of  children  known  to  be  immunised  was  55.5  per  cent, 
in  the  0  4  group,  and  90.9  in  the  5 — 15  group.  On  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
child  population,  these  figures  would  be  respectively  55  per  cent,  and  110  per  cent.  These 
percentages  showed  a  slight  reduction  on  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  they  do  not  include 
a:l  the  children  immunised  privately  in  the  district  for  whom  there  are  no  records.  The 
pre-school  group,  is  undoubtedly  more  highly  immunised  than  the  figures  show. 
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The  practical  effect  of  the  efforts  made  in  the  past  few  years  to  protect  the  child 
population  of  the  district  against  Diphtheria  was  shown  by  the  complete  absense  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  year  1946. 

The  arrangements  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  was 
similar  to  previous  years.  The  four  houses  where  cases,  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  were 
disinfected  and  the  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  by  steam. 

The  Laboratory  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  used  for  the  examination  of  swabs 
lor  infectious  conditions.  Twelve  swabs  were  examined  for  Diphtheria,  5  for  Enteric  con¬ 
ditions,  and  3  for  other  conditions. 

Several  contacts  of  Smallpox  and  other  diseases  were  kept  under  supervision.  These 
were  principally  personnel  on  leave  or  on  discharge  from  the  Forces  who  had  come  from 

the  East. 

The  Radium  Clinic  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  available  for  the  treatment  of 
■Cancer  and  allied  diseases,  and  the  Laboratory  attached  to  the  hospital  was  used  for 
diagnosis. 

GENERAL  DISEASES. 

v 

Hospital  accommodation  for  treatment  and  facilities  for  diagnosis  were  provided  by 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  Mount  Street  Hospital,  and  Sharoe  Green  Hospital— all  situated 
in  Preston  or  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  The  arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of  such 
cases  to  hospital  were  as  in  previous  years  and  they  proved  adequate. 


SERVICES  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

MATERN  IT\.  The  Ohstetriciain  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  attended  at  ap¬ 
proximately  fortnightly  intervals  at  the  School  Clinic  in  Kestor  Lane.  Expectant  and 
Nuising  Mothers  attended  there  for  advice,  or  for  treatment,  where  necessary.  The 

County  Health  Visitor  was  in  attendance,  and  the  local  Midwives  were  invited  to  attend 
also.  \\  here  hospital  treatment  was  found  to  be  necessary — for  abnormality,  or  where 
home  conditions  were  unsuitable— these  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  sections 
of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  or  of  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  Patients  who  required  private 
accommodation  found  this  at  these  hospitals,  or  at  Mount  Street  Hospital. 


The  number  of  mothers  in  attendance  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  in  1946  was  31,  and  they 
made  111  attendances.  Those  who  attended  after  child  birth  numbered  12,  and  they  made 
16  attendances. 


THE  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE  met  weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoons.  A  County 
Medical  Officer  and  a  Health  Visitor  were  in  attendance  at  each  session.  The  number  of 
babies  on  the  register  for  the  year  was  231,  and  they  made  1,932  attendances. 

1HE  SCHOOL  CLINIC  included  the  following  sections  : — Mlinor  Ailments, 

Ophthalmic,  and)  Dental.  For  all  sections  inspections,  advice,  and  treatment  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  children  of  school  age,  and  also  for  those  children  who  had  not  yet  attained 
school  age. 

THE  MINOR  AILMENT  SECTION  met  twice  per  week  and  injuries,  inflammations, 
e\e  diseases,  ear  diseases,  and  skin  diseases  were  treated.  Parents  also  brought  their 
children  for  advice,  for  treatment,  and  for  general  management.  In  the  year  1946,  306 
children  attended  and  made  1,311  attendances. 

OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC,  for  the  treatment  of  defective  vision  and  squints,  met  fort¬ 
nightly.  132  children  made  163  attendances  during  the  year. 

I  HE  DENTAL  CLINIC  met  two  days  per  week.  In  1946,  649  children  attended  on 
1.133  occasions.  Considerably  more  than  half  these  attendances  were  made  for  conserving 
the  teeth,  and  the  rest  for  extractions,  for  which  over  500  general  anaesthetics  were  given. 
6  children  under  school  age  attended  on  9  occasions.  Tn  addition,  8  Expectant  and  Nurs¬ 
ing  Mothers  made  16  attendances,  and  5  general  anaesthetics  were  given. 
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SPECIAL  DEFECTS. 

ORTHOPAEDIC. — Children  suffering  from  Deformities  or  F'aralysjs  were  referred  to 
Leyland  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  inspection,  treatment,  or  for  admission  to  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Biddulph. 

BLIND  CHILDREN  were  sent  to  Henshaw’s  Blind  School,  Manchester. 


PARTIALLY  BLIND  CHILDREN  were  sent  to  the  Partially  Sighted  School  at 
Fulwood. 


DEAF  AND  DUMB  CHILDREN  to  the  Royal  Cross  School, 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN  were  referred  to 
Board  for  disposal  in  institutions. 


Preston, 
the  Lancashire 


Asylums’ 


TUBERCULOSIS. — Patients  suffering  from  the  different  types  of  this  disease  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Lancashire  County  Tuberculosis  Staff.  Inspection,  observation,  and 
treatment  were  available  at  the  Walton's  Parade  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Preston,  where 
persons  suffering  from  the  disease  from  this  district  received  attention.  X-ravs  for  diag¬ 
nosis  and  Artificial  Light  for  treatment  were  also  available  there.  Sputum  examinations 
were  carried  out  at  the  Dispensary. 

In  1946,  5  primary  notifications  were  received,  4  Pulmonary  and  1  Non-Pulmonary. 
In  the  same  period,  3  deaths — 2  Pulmonary,  1  Non-Pulmonary — were  recorded. 

The  Table  below  gives  the  notifications  and  the  deaths : — 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  IN  1946. 


Age 

Periods. 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 


Totals 


NEW  CASES. 

• 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratoiy. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

~N 

1 

— 

1 

I 

1 

— 

1 

4  1  !  2  1 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY,  obtained  from  Preston  Corporation,  was  sufficient  in  amount 
and  of  wholesome  quality.  There  were  no  complaints  about  excessive  chlorination  such  as 
had  been  received  in  former  years. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENGING  were  carried  out  by  the  Council  by  motor 
vehicles.  The  new  tip  at  the  periphery  Of  the  district  provided  adequate  accommodation. 
The  ashbins  and  dry  ash-pits  were  emptied  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year. 

SEWERAGE. — The  majority. of  the  houses  were  on  the  water  carriage  system,  though 
more  than  a  third  of  the  water  closets  w’ere  of  the  waste  water  type. 


The  Table  below  gives  'the  details: — 

Number  of  Houses  on  the  water  carriage  system  1,157. 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  _ •. . . .  759. 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  .  460. 

Number  of  privy  middens  . 46. 

Number  of  pail  closets  . 71. 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  .  80. 

Number  of  movable  ashbins  .  905. 


There  were  3  conversions  from  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

300  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  investigate  complaints  or  defects.  Of  the 
28  nuisances  or  defects  discovered,  15  were  abated  after  service  of  informal  notices, 
13  statutory  notices  were  served,  and  in  1  instance,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted,  but 
the  work  was  carried  out  before  the  court  proceedings  took  place.  All  the  nuisances 
were  abated  as  a  result  of  these  notices.. 

SCHOOLS. 

All  the  Schools  were  inspected  during  the  year.  No  nuisances  were  found. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  for  outbreaks  of  Infectious 
Diseases  in  1946. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

•  MILK  SUPPLY! — The  number  of  dairy  farms  was  55  with  approximately  650  cows. 
During  the  year,  a  complete  inspection  was  made  of  all  the  farms  in  the  area  and  the  regis¬ 
ter  of  these  farms  was  brought  up  to  date.  For  this  purpose  and  for  the  purposes  connected 
with  the  production  of  a  clean  milk  supply,  200  visits  were  made  to  these  farms.  Further 
details  of  these  visits  will  be  found  in  the  report  prepared  by  Mr.  Page  which  is  appended. 

The  number  of  dairymen  (other  than  cowkeepers)  was  3. 

During  the  year,  20  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  tests, 
12  of  them  were  satisfactory,  and  8  unsatisfactory.  All  these  samples  were  tested  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus,  and  all  were  found  to  be  free. 

One  samplej  taken  in  another  district,  of  milk  produced  in  this  district  wras  positive 
for  T.B.  One  cow,  heavily  infected  with  Tuberculosis,  was  found  on  this  farm  and 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

5  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  the  Schools  were  tested,  4  were  satisfactory 
and  1  unsatisfactory.  All  were  free  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  The  bottles  and  the  caps 
wen  dirty,  and  this  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Milk  Officer,  at  Manchester,  and  the 
supplier  of  the  milk,  after  all  the  Schools  had  been  visited  and  milk  bottles  inspected.  As 
a  result  of  this  action,  the  matter  was  remedied  and  no  further  complaints  arose. 

The  milk  supply  of  a  house  where  a  child  had  died  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
was  tested  and  found  to  be  free  of  the  Tuber  cle  Bacillus. 
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The  desirability  of  an  increased  number  of  samples  being  examined  each  year  is  again 
emphasised. 


One  additional  farm  in  the  district  was  licensed  to  produce  Accredited  Milk. 

ICE  CREAM;— An  inspection  was  made  of  all  the  premises  in  the  district  where  ice 
cream  was  produced  or  retailed.  Four  found  to  be  satisfactory  were  registered.  Two 
premises  were  unsatisfactory  and  registration  was  refused  until  certain  structural  altera¬ 
tions  had  been  made.  These  improvements  were  carried  out  and  equipment  obtained, 
which  rendered  them  satisfactory, and  they  also  were  registered. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — The  details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  and  the 
amount  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Page’s 
report  appended. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 

No  new  houses  wfere  built  in  the  year  but  there  were,  as  part  of  the  housing  scheme, 
40  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  was  169,  and  169  inspections  were 
made  for  this  purpose.  Seven  of  these  were  found  not  to  be  reasonably  tit  for  human 
habitation,  and  on  these  notices  were  served  and  repaired  by  the  local  authority  in  default 
of  the  Owners.  Six  other  houses  were  repaired  by  the  owners  after  formal  notices  had 
been  served.  Fifteen  houses  were  rendered  tit  after  informal  action  by  the  authority. 

Housing  repairs  remained  difficult,  due  to  the  shortages  of  material  and  labour. 

In  some  houses  there  were  two  families  living,  but  in  the  absence  of  a  full  census 
the  extent  of  overcrowding  could  only  be  estimated. 

BLOOD  DONORS.— Further  sessions  were  held  at  the  Clinic  to  obtain  blood  for  the 
hospitals  from  voluntary  donors.  The  number  presenting  themselves  at  these  sessions 
tell,  but  the  attendance  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  holding  of  these  sessions. 

LEGISLATION  IN  1946. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Report  Appended.  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


September,  1947. 
Longridge, 


G.  G.  WRAY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


FACTORIES. 

The  general  conditions  of  cleanliness  have  been  found  to  be  good  during  routine  in 
-pections.  & 


BAKEHOUSES. 

When  visited,  the  premises  have  been  found  to  be  kept  clean,  lime-washin^  and 
cleansing  being  carried!  out  when  requested. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILBSHOPS. 

.  There  are  52  Registered  Wholesale  Producers  and  21  Retail  Producers  of  milk  in  the 
district,  routine  inspections  being  made  during  milking  time  and  for  the  purpose  of  milk 
■sampling.  1 


20  milk  samples  have  been  taken. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1  he  cases  numbered  4  as  compared  with  10  last  year. 

All  cases  removed  to  the  hospital  and  the  dwelling-houses  disinfected.  The  schools 
dnd  houses  where  inspection  has  occurred  have  been  provided  with  disinfectants ;  a  number 
of  householders  continue  to  purchase  disinfectants  made  available  by  the  Council. 


FOOD. 


^  The  following  quantities  of  food  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump 


Fish  (wet) 
Tinned  peas 

Tinned  soup 

• 

Tinned1  salmon 
Tinned  Ostermilk 
Tinned  meat 


1.40  lbs. 
13  lbs. 
4  lbs. 
1  lb. 

1  lb. 
3^  lbs. 


NUISANCES. 

Premises  where  nuisances  have  been  reported  have  been  visited  and  the  necessary 
action  taken  to  procure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE. 

The  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  has  been  maintained,  the  collection 
■of  salvage  has  kept  upto  average. 

The  Thomley  tip  is  still  in  use  and  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 

•SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

Regular  inspections  and  maintainance  has  betjn  carried  out  to  the  sewers  and  man¬ 
holes  in  the  district,  periodical  flushing  has  been  undertaken,  surface  road  gullies  have 
been  regularly  emptied,  and  routine  sweeping  of  the  streets  have  been  carried  out. 


RODENT  CONTROL,. 

Following  the  National  Pohc*.y,  an  intensive  programme  was  carried  out  in  regard 
to  rat  infestation,  two  sewer  maintenances  were  undertaken,  ‘a  survey  of  the  district  was 
made  of  business  and  domestic  premises,  fluent  inspections  of  the  refuse  tip  and  the 
sewage  works  have  been  made. 

Only  in  a  few  cases  was  it  found'  that  there  was  any  serious  infestation  of  rats, 
these  being  dealt  with  by  the  rodent  operator  employed  by  the  Council. 


V.  N.  PAGE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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